In 1845 Brigham Young asked
Dan Jones to return to Wales as
a missionary, where 5600 people
were baptised by missionaries
under his leadership, 1 out of
every 278 people in Wales at
that time.
In addition to his skills as
powerful orator, in Welsh and
English, Jones also published,
Welsh, numerous religious pamphlets, tracts and
monthly periodical to assist with his work.
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Captain Jones helped and arranged for thousands of
these new converts to emigrate to America where
they treked 1300 miles with wagons and handcarts to
help settle the West.
In less than ten years most of the converts had left
their homes and sailed across the Atlantic to gather in
Nauvoo. From there, driven out by mobs, they set off
on their long migration across the plains of North
America with wagons or handcarts, following their
prophet, Brigham Young, on the famous pioneer trek
west. They settled over 600 towns and cities in the
'Wild West', including Las Vegas, San Francisco and
Salt Lake City.
Many of them walked 1,300 miles and suffered severe
hardship on the way. Over the next few years
thousands more followed, to start their new lives in
the shelter of the Rocky Mountains.

How the West
was won!

Other sites of interest nearby:
This Chapel, in Llanelli, was the first to be built by The Church in
the UK, and was opened by
Dan Jones in Jan 1849.
The building has been added to
and altered and is currently
used by Iceland food store and
can be found at 20 Island Place
in the centre of Llanelli.

with help from South West Wales!

In 1846 Captain Dan Jones, a missionary for The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon), began to preach in
Llanybidder. His first converts
were Thomas and Sarah Evans
Jeremy. Religious meetings were
held at Glantrenfawr, their
home, until February 1849
when they and a number of
other Mormon converts from the
Llanybidder area emigrated to
Salt Lake City, Utah, in the Rocky Mountains.
Nearby in Rhydybont Dan Jones' brother, John, owned a printing
press and here printed in Welsh many of the early tracts, hymn
sheets & the first translation of the Book Of Mormon from
English.

Across the border...
Gadfield Elm Chapel:
Visit the first chapel
owned by The Church and
discover the many stories
of people who once lived
and worshipped here,
before leaving for a new
life in North America.
For more information: www.lds.org.uk/place_to_visit.php
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aptain Dan Jones was a Welsh mariner who
emigrated to the United States where he built
and captained a steam boat on the Mississippi River.
He was baptised a member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints in 1843.

During the mid 1800s the western USA was
settled by thousands of Welsh emigrants
from Pembrokeshire, Cardiganshire &
Carmarthenshire.
Their story, and their journey, began here...

